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Whether  engaging wi th  new communit ies ,  work ing in  the
community ,  or  creat ing community ,  dur ing 2022 CARECEN
connected more meaningful ly  to  those around us.  We
deepened our  re lat ionships wi th  the immigrants  we a l ready
serve whi le  a lso forming connect ions wi th  new
communit ies .  After  two years  of  work ing in  a  remote wor ld ,
we enthusiast ica l ly  returned to  schools ,  l ibrar ies  and c iv ic
centers  across Long Is land to  ensure  that  our  serv ices
were accessib le  to  as  many immigrants  as  possib le .  We
also st rengthened the network  of  nonprof i t  organizat ions
in  our  region so that  we may a l l  bet ter  serve our  immigrant
communit ies .  

On behalf  of  everyone at  CARECEN,  thank you for  your
ongoing support  of  and bel ief  in  our  mission.  Thank you for
being part  of  our  community .  

Since 1983,  CARECEN has served as a  beacon of  hope for
immigrants  across Long Is land.   I t  is  an honor  for  us  to  be
able  to  he lp  thousands of  immigrants  each year ,  and
nothing we do would  be possib le  wi thout  the  dedicat ion of
our  donors ,  vo lunteers ,  s taff ,  and board members ,  who
work t i re lessly  to  advance our  mission.   We are  deeply
gratefu l  for  your  support .

2022 was a  year  of  community .

El ise  de Cast i l lo ,  Esq.
Execut ive  Di rector  

Blanca Vi l lanueva ,  MPH
President  of  the  Board 

A Message from 
Our Leaders



Our Mission

CARECEN empowers  
immigrants  on Long Is land 

through legal  serv ices ,  
community  educat ion,  and 

advocacy.



2022 was a  year  of  community .   
CARECEN returned to  the community ,  

engaged new communit ies ,  and 
created community  here  on Long 

Is land.   And the impact  was  huge.  

Story of  2022



Immigrants
 received educat ional  

serv ices

Immigrants  
received socia l  
work  serv ices

Immigrants  
received legal  

serv ices

Story of  2022

Learned 
Engl ish

Received 
g i f ts  through 
our  Hol iday  

Toy Dr ive

Engaged in  
shar ing 

resources

Focus Areas

1,212 2,057 128

Appl ied for  
c i t izenship

438 students 86 chi ldren 40 community  
partners351 immigrants



Return to the 
Community
Whi le  the pandemic a l lowed us to  innovate  and f ind new
ways to  connect  wi th  immigrants ,  in  2022 we were g lad to
be able  to  reconnect  wi th  our  community  in  the  best  way
possib le :  in  person.  CARECEN met  wi th  immigrants  in  our
off ices and other  safe  spaces across Long Is land to  prov ide
them v i ta l  serv ices in  a  way that  a l lowed for  human
connect ion and st rengthened our  bonds wi th  the
communit ies  we serve.



Engaging New 
Communities
But ,  2022 wasn’ t  just  about  return ing to  the communit ies
we have worked with  for  decades.   I t  was about  engaging
with  new communit ies .   This  year ,  we served immigrants
from 13 new countr ies ,  pr imar i ly  across Asia  and Afr ica.

North & 
Central America
Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama

South America
Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Ecuador
Peru
Uruguay
Venezuela

Caribbean
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Haiti
Jamaica
Trinidad and Tobago

Europe
Finland
Greece
Italy
Portugal
Poland
Russia
Sweden
Ukraine

Asia  
Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Iraq
Iran
India
Pakistan
Phillipines
Syria
Sri Lanka
Turkey

Africa
Ivory Coast
Nigeria
The Gambia
Tunisia
South Africa



In  2022,  we developed new programs to  respond to  the
needs of  immigrant  communit ies  that  we had not
prev iously  served.  We helped Venezuelans f lee ing
hardship  who wished to  make thei r  homes on Long Is land
apply  for  permission to  enter  the  Uni ted States.  We
launched a  new program to  help  Afghans seeking refuge
obtain  safety  through legal  status.  As our  serv ices
expanded so d id  the countr ies  that  our  c l ients  come f rom.   

In  2022,  CARECEN also engaged the community  of  Engl ish
language learners  on Long Is land.  Through our  new ESOL
program,  CARECEN empowered new Amer icans through
adul t  Engl ish  language c lasses ,  he lp ing them learn  the
language sk i l ls  they  need to  thr ive  in  the i r  new
communit ies  on Long Is land.

Engaging New 
Communities



Creating 
Community 
CARECEN is  dedicated to  making Long Is land a  p lace
where immigrants  are  able  to  put  down roots  and
contr ibute  to  the long- term growth of  our  region.  The
real izat ion of  th is  mission is  ref lected in  our  staff  and
volunteers ,  more than 50% of  which prev iously  received
serv ices through CARECEN.  The support  they  received
from CARECEN made i t  possib le  for  them to  cont inue
bui ld ing power  in  our  immigrant  communit ies  as  part  of
the CARECEN team.  They are  a  testament  to  the va lue of
welcoming immigrants  because thei r  contr ibut ions wi l l
benef i t  Long Is land for  generat ions to  come.  

Bryan Juan

" I  was inspi red to  jo in
CARECEN because
they helped my
parents  when they
needed i t  the  most .
They helped navigate
them through the
proper  channels  in
order  to  begin  the
process of  l iv ing in  a
new country . "

"One of  the  reasons
that  mot ivate  me to  be
a volunteer  was I  have
the opportuni ty  to  he lp
others  in  my
community . "

"My parents  and I
became c i t izens
thanks to  CARECEN.
As a  volunteer ,  i t  is  an
honor  for  me to  help
the immigrant
community  the  same
way that  CARECEN
helped us. "

Cristian 

 

Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer



CARECEN doesn’ t  only  bui ld  power  in  immigrant
communit ies  through our  d i rect  serv ices.  We a lso bui ld
power  through our  work  a longside other  organizat ions on
Long Is land that  are  dedicated to  improving the l ives  of
immigrants  in  our  region.  Through workshops ,  roundtables ,
and other  in i t iat ives ,  we increase these organizat ions ’
capaci ty  so that  they  may better  serve new Amer icans on
Long Is land.  

In  2022,  CARECEN launched the Immigrat ion Col laborat ive
of  Long Is land ,  a  coal i t ion that  br ings together  dozens of
organizat ions f rom across the region to  ensure  that  we are
work ing col lect ive ly  to  respond proact ive ly  to  the needs of
Long Is land 's  immigrants .

Creating 
Community 



Program

Administ rat ive

Fundrais ing

CARECEN 
FY22 Financials

Expenses

Revenue

Government

Foundat ions

Indiv idual

81%

18%

1%

51%

47%

2%



Karla Alas Rivera
Immigrant  Community  Navigator

Beatríz Alemán Cisneros
Paralegal

Emerson Argueta, Esq.
Superv is ing Attorney

Gabriela Calahorrano, Esq.
ONA Suffo lk  Legal  Counsel

Jenny Chévez Kessinger
DOJ Accredi ted Representat ive

Melanie Creps
Community  Programs Manager

Elise de Castillo, Esq. 
Execut ive  Di rector

Márton Diószegi
Community  Educator

Megan Elman, Esq. 
Superv is ing Attorney

Mayra Interiano
Paralegal

Pablo Jiménez
ONA Suffo lk  Legal  Counsel

Roshii Jolly
ESOL Teacher

Austin McCabe
ESOL Coordinator

Vivian Morales, LMSW
Socia l  Worker

Rebecca Reed
Chief  Operat ions Off icer

Mónica Sánchez
Staff  At torney

Andrés Santamaría, Esq.
ONA Nassau Legal  Counsel

Steven Vivas
DOJ Accredi ted Representat ive

Emma Winkley
Development  & Communicat ions 
Coordinator

Mohammad Nasir Erkin 
Finance Di rector

Rosa Gómez
Administ rat ive  Assistant

Jessica Greenberg, Esq.
Managing Attorney

Christin Jackson
AmeriCorps VISTA

Karen Krokowski Díaz Tobar
Paralegal

Claudia Lobos
Administ rat ive  Assistant

Julia Miller
IJC Just ice  Fel low

Fernando Ruiz 
Director  of  Operat ions

Andrea Sacasa
IJC Just ice  Fel low

Our  Staff



Matthew Alevy
Thomson Reuters

Abner Alvarenga
eXp Real ty

Jonathan Cantarero, Esq. 
Herman Law

Gabriela Castillo, Esq.
Nassau County  School

Amy Flores
JP Morgan Chase

Ruth Silverman, PhD
Nassau Community  Col lege

Luís Vázquez
LI  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce

Blanca Villanueva, MPH
The Advocacy Inst i tute

Bill O'Shea
Secur i tyScorecard

Lauris Wren, Esq.
Hofstra  Law School

Our Board

Volunteers
Junior  Alcantara
Veronica Alvarenga Hon
Miranda Askey
M’ le igha Buchanan
Nicol le  Caste l lanos
Cr ist ian Cast i l lo
Anna Cruz
Kyle  DiPiet rant ino
Matthew Gopaulchan
Dary l  Gordon
Dayana Guerrero  Ur ibe
Cesia  Hernandez
Robert  Horn
Jack Immanuel
Zachary  Jackson-Gomes
Sarah Klueber

Sarah Lage
Gianela  L iendo Fuentes
Jeimy Maravi l la
Juan Medina
Joseph Niver
Fer ida Osman
Bryan Perez
Rafael  R ivas
Johanna Singh
Anna Veint imi l la
Ana Verastegui
Margar i ta  Verdejo
Amanda Vesey-Askey
Jul ius  Wool
Jessica Yao
Mar ia  Zoco Ost iz



Matthew Alevy
Karen and Cary  Alevy
El izabeth Alvarez
Wolstan Brown
Jonathan Cantarero
Jose Carranza
Gabr ie la  Cast i l lo
Edmund Crotty
Richard E l inson
Ring Fami ly
Ed and Roz Feinberg
Risa Fenster
Robert  Fuentes
Frank Fumel l i
Ann Getman
Halona Gropper
Janet  Grossman
Jane Gul long
Mar ianne & Larry  Gumbs

Gi lda Ramos
Thomas Rinald i
Oren Root
Michel le  Santantonio
Dolores Schaefer
Robert  S iegel
Ruth S i lverman
Michael  S inger
Vi to  Stabi le
Paul  Todaro
Margar i ta  Verdejo
Blanca Vi l lanueva
Susan Vogel l
Freda Wagner
Barbara Warren
Liza Wi lson
Jul ius  Wool
Laur is  Wren
Jeremy Yocum

Individual Donors
Michael  Hi rschhorn
Theresa Horvath
John Hyland
Toby & Howard Kaye
Robert  &  Judi th  Keeler
F i t ratu l lah Khan
Faroque Khan
Chuck & Patsy  Koppeis
Naomi  Leszkiewicz
Lawerence Levy
Robin  and Barry  L indenberg
Judi th  Loebl
Judi th  Ludwig 
Joan Mal in
Meredi th  Nash
Rob and Dest iny  Novak
Abel  Nunez Agui lar
Bi l l  O 'Shea
Judy Rabinovi tz

Institutional Donors

Bethpage Federa l  Credi t  Union 
Chi ldren 's  V i l lage
Congregat ional  Church of  Manhasset
Danie l  J .  &  Edi th  A.  Ehr l ich  Fami ly  
Foundat ion
East  Meadow Jewish Center
F idel i ty  Char i table
The Fred and Gi lda Nobel  Foundat ion
FWD.us
Garganigo ,  Goldsmith  & Weiss
Give L ive ly  Foundat ion 
Giv inga Foundat ion 
Hispanic  Federat ion
The Horace and Amy Hagedorn Fund
IBM
Immigrant  Just ice  Corps

The J.M.  Kaplan Fund
Long Is land Community  Foundat ion
Marty  and Dorothy  S i lverman Foundat ion
New York  State  Div is ion of  Cr iminal  Just ice  
Serv ices
The New York  State  Interest  on Lawyer
Account  Fund
New York  State  Off ice  for  New Amer icans
New York  State  Off ice  of  Court  Administ rat ion
Paypal
Roslyn Presbyter ian Church
The Schaefer  Giv ing Fund
Thomson Reuters
Tortora  S i l lcox Fami ly  Foundat ion
Uni tar ian Universal ist  Congregat ion at  Shel ter  
Rock



And so ,  the  story  of  2022 comes to  a  c lose.  We are  proud 
to  ref lect  on th is  year  where  community  was at  the  center  

of  a l l  of  our  work.  As we prepare  to  embark  on our  40th 
year ,  we wi l l  carry  th is  focus on community  forward wi th  

us ,  just  as  we have for  the  past  four  decades.  

We don't just believe in 
our mission, we live it. 
And we hope that  you wi l l  cont inue to  l ive  i t  wi th  us.  



The drawing depicts  hot  a i r  
ba l loons in  Cappadocia ,  
Turkey  where ,  af ter  f lee ing 
Afghanistan ,  he  is  l iv ing as a  
refugee unt i l  he  can be 
reuni ted wi th  h is  fami ly  in  the 
Uni ted States.

wwww.carecenny.org
516-489-8330

info@carecenny.org
@carecenny

C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n
R e f u g e e  C e n t e r

CONTACT

Drawing by 14-year-old Enhamuddin


